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D E P A R T M E N T  o f th e  INTER IOR  
news  r e l ease  

O F F ICE  O F  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  W o rth 3 4 3 - 2 3 2 1  

Fo r  Re l e a s e  J u n e  1 8 , 1 9 6 8  

S E C R E T A R Y  U I)IIL L  S P E L L S  O U T  H U N T ING A N D  FIS H ING P O L ICY  
O N  INTER IOR -A lM IN ISTERED F E D E R A L  L A N D S  

A d m in ist rat ive gu i de l i n es  th a t wi l l  p r ov i d e  fo r  " a  th o r o u g h  d i scuss i on  
o f th e  p r o b l ems "  b e tween  S ta te  f ish a n d  g a m e  d e p a r tm e n t o ff icials. a n d  N a tio n a l  
P a r k  Se r v i ce  m a n a g e m e n t rep resen ta t i ves  we r e  a n n o u n c e d  to d a y  b y  S e c r e ta ry  o f 
th e  In te r i o r  S tewa r t L . Uda l l .  

T h e  In te r i o r  s ta tement  o f g e ne r a l  po l i cy  w i th  r e ga r d  to  f ish a n d  res i den t  
wi ld l i fe  o n  In te r i o r - adm in i s t e red  l a nds  was  wo r k ed  o u t b y  In ter icr '  D e p a r tm e n t 
o ff ic ials a fte r  consu l ta t i on  w i th  rep resen ta t i ves  o f th e  In te r n a tio n a l  Assoc ia -  
tio n  o f G a m e , F ish  a n d  Conse rva t i o n  Comm iss i o ne r s  a n d  o th e r  i n te res ted  
conservat ion is ts .  

S ta te  l aws  a n d  r egu l a t i ons  w i th  r e ga r d  to  pub l i c  h u n tin g , f ish ing,  a n d  
possess i o n  o f f ish a n d  res i den t  wi ld l i fe  wi l l  c o n tin u e  to  a pp l y  " i n  a  m a n n e r  
th a t is c o m p a tib l e  with, a n d  n o t i n  c o n flict with, th e  p r ima ry  ob jec t i ves  a s  
d ec l a r e d  b y  Cong r ess "  fo r  a r e as  adm in i s t e r ed  b y  In te r i o r  a n d  sub jec t  to  
pub l i c  h u n tin g  a n d  f ish ing.  

A r eas  i nvo l ved  a r e  th o s e  adm in i s t e r ed  b y  th e  S e c r e ta ry  o f th e  In te r i o r  
th r o u g h  th e  N a tio n a l  P a r k  Se rv ice ,  th e  B u r e a u  o f S p o r t F ishe r i es  a n d  W ild l i fe, 
th e  B u r e a u  o f L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t, a n d  th e  B u r e a u  o f R e c l a m a tio n . E x c e p tio n s  
i n c l ude  th e  N a tio n a l  Pa rks ,  th e  N a tio n a l  M o n u m e n ts, a n d  h istor ic  a r e as  o f th e  
N a tio n a l  P a r k  Sys tem.  

C l osu r e  o f l a nds  to  pub l i c  h u n tin g  a n d  f i sh ing  o r  rest r ic t ion o f pub l i c  
access  fo r  s uch  p u r p o ses  w o u l d  b e  m a d e  by  th e  S e c r e ta ry  on l y  a fte r  consu l ta t i on  
w i th  app r op r i a t e  S ta te  f ish a n d  g a m e  d e p a r tm e n t o f f ic ia ls ,accord ing to  th e  
new l y - de f i n ed  gu i de l i nes .  

T h e  g ene r a l  po l i cy  s ta tement  fo l l ows:  

G e n e r a l  Po l i cy  S ta te m e n t 
R e : F ish  a n d  Res i d e n t W i ld l i fe 

O n  In te r i o r  L a n d s  

A . In  a l l  a r e as  adm in i s t e r ed  b y  th e  S e c r e ta ry  o f th e  In te r i o r  th r o u g h  th e  
N a tio n a l  P a r k  Se rv ice ,  th e  B u r e a u  o f S p o r t F ishe r i es  a n d  W ild l i fe, th e  B u r e a u  
o f L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t, a n d  th e  B u r e a u  o f R e c l a m a tio n , e x c ep t th e  N a tio n a l  Pa rks ,  
th e  N a tio n a l  M o n u m e n ts, a n d  h istor ic  a r e as  o f th e  N a tio n a l  P a r k  Sys tem;  th e  
S e c r e ta ry  sha l l - -  



1. Provide that public hunting of resident wildlife and fishing 
shall be permitted within statutory limitations in a manner that is compatible 
with, and not in conflict with, the primary objectives as declared by the 
Congress for which such areas are reserved or acquired; 

2. Provide that public hunting, fishing, and possession of fish and 
resident wildlife shall be in accordance with applicable State laws and 
regulations, unless the Secretary finds, after consultation with appropriate 
State fish and game departments, that he must close such areas to such hunting 
and fishing or restrict public access thereto for such purposes; 

3. Provide that a State license or permit, as provided by, State law, 
shall be required for the public hunting, fishing, and possession of fish and 
resident wildlife on such areas; 

4. Provide for consultation with the appropriate State fish and game 
department in the development of cooperative management plans for limiting over- 
abundant or harmful populations of fish and resident wildlife thereon, including 
the disposition of carcasses thereof, and, 
the State's concurrence in such plans; and 

except in emergency situations, secure 

5. Provide for consultation with the appropriate State fish and game 
department in carrying out research programs involving the taking of fish and 
resident wildlife, including the disposition of the carcasses thereof, and 
secure the State's concurrence in such programs. 

- - B. In the case of the National Parks, National Monuments, and historic 
areas of the National Park System, the Secretary shall-- 

-,- 1. Provide, where public fishing is permitted, that such fishing shall 
be carried out in accordance with applicable State laws and regulations, unless 
exclusive legislative jurisdiction has been ceded for such area, and a State 
license or permit shall be required for such fishing, unless otherwise provided 
by law; 

-, . 

2. Prohibit public hunting; and 

3. Provide for consultation with the appropriate State fish and game 
departments in carrying out programs of control of over-abundant or otherwise 
harmful populations of fish and resident wildlife or research programs involving 
the taking of such fish and resident wildlife, including the disposition of 
carcasses therefrom. 

i 

L 

In any case where there is a disagreement, such disagreement shall be 
referred to the Secretary of the Interior who shall provide for a thorough 
discussion of the problems with representatives of the State fish and game 
department and the National Park Service for the purpose of resolving the 
disagreement. 


